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OESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

.The Rock Castle estate consists of scenic farmlands and woodlands situated1

‘flanked by windowed chimney closets. The staircase features a finely

on a high bluff overlooking the upper James River. The original house,
now known as the Queen Anne Cottage, stands several hundred feet from
its original location. The house is a small, five-bay, story-and-a-half
frame structure with clipped gable ends and two interior end chimmeys.
The cornice on both front and back features large unscrolled modillions.
The entrance motif is individually treated; it has a single eight panel
door flanked by solid panels in much the same manner as sidelights.

»

Except for two window walls, the first floor of the house is fully paneled
Each room on either side of the hall has a segmental arched fireplace

molded hand rail, vase-and-cblumn balusters, and scrolled stair ends.
The two second-floor rooms are very plailn and have little wood trim, while
the new basement rooms have been outfitted with modern facilities.

The Queen Anne Cottage is fronted by a brick wall which surrounds an
extensive formal garden set between the house and the modern Normandy
manor-style house. The modern house Is a pilcturesque but sizeable brick
structure and is dramatically located at the edge of a steep incline
which leads to the James River bottom lands. Just to the south of the
house is the original site of the Queen Anne Cottage.
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ISTATEMENT OF SIGNMIFICANCE

Rock Castle, named for a high rock bluff overloeoking the James River,
was patented in 1718 by Charles Fleming. of-New Kent County. Colonel
William Byrd II referred to Rock Castle im his "Progress to the'Mines,"
in 1732, indicating that the house was standing by this time. The
house was built by Tarleton Fleming, son of Charles Fleming, and was
inherited by his son Tarleton in 1750. The second Tarleton Fleming
married Mary Randolph of nearby Tuckahoe, and it was he who owned

Rock Castle when, in 1781, Lieutenant Colonel Banastre Tarleton

stopped at the house on his return from the unsuccessful attempt to

capture Thomas Jefferson and the Virginia Legislators at Charlottesville.:

Seeing the Tarleton coat of arms displayed above the parlor fireplace
by a patriot, Tarleton set fire to the house and carried off the coat
of arms. The servants extinguished the fire with little damage to
the house,

In 1843 Rock Castle was purchased by John Rutherfoord, Governor of
Virginia from 1841 to 1842. His son, John Coles Rutherfoord, built an
Italianate front onto the house and laid out the garden. The house

was raided by a marauding company of Federal cavalry under General
Philip H. Sheridan in 1865. 1In 1908 Mrs. George Ben Johnston, daughter
of John Coles Rutherfoord, restored and improved the garden. James
Osborne bought the property in 1935 and decided to erect a Norman

" manor-style house on the site of the first house. During the

dismantling, the original house underneath the Jtalianate-style villa
was discovered. The house was moved several hundred feet to a new
location on the property and today stands facing the same direction
it did when originally built. The restoration and moving of Rock
Castle was carried out under the direction of Herbert Claiborne,

who also designed the new house. From the time the house was moved
and restored, it has been known as the Queen Anne Cottage, while the
estate retains the name of Rock Castle.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES _F LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
BEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE pRoPERTY |0 DEFINING THE CENTER PQINT OF A PROPERTY
R e _OF LESS THAN TEM ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGI TUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
Nw [37 o 38 « 27 77 59 . 45- o ' 6 - - .
NE. |37 ° 38+ 27-] 77 58. 32.
sg |37 ¢ 37 + 35~ 77 58 . 32- - -
sw 137 ° 37+ 35- 172 59+ 45-
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROFERTY: 460 acres
iLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
JsTaTE: COLE | COUNTY cobE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CanE
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A!; thé designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman
Title Virginia Historic Landmarks Commigsion
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Keeper of The National Register
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U.5.G.5. 74t quadrangle (Scale:1:24000)
Goochland, Va. 1943

Rock Castle
Latltiude Longitude
NW370 380 27" 770 591 L5
| NE 370 38' 27 J7O Gt 32w
SE 37° 37t 35" 77° 551 320
sW 37° 371 3t 779 59% 45"






